Some twelve months ago. I drew the attention of the profession to the circumstances of cholera in Calcutta, with reference to our improved water-supply. Another year having passed, it behoves us to return to this subject, for there can be no doubt that if the death-rate from cholera among the inhabitants of Calcutta,
34j
THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [February 1, 1873. continues as low as it has been since the introduction of our improved water-supply into the town, the fact must carry more weight in favor of the water theory of cholera, than any number of negative observations collected to prove that individuals have been seized with cholera when consuming pure water, and therefore that the water theory of cholera is untenable. In the first place, unless the water has been examined when the persons drinking it were attacked with cholera, we wildly over Hindostan, after the disease has disappeared, for the nature and causes of it. Here in Calcutta, as I pointed out last year, if care had only been taken to correct the death returns, we might have discovered accurately the influence upon the inhabitants of this place of a pure water-supply as regards cholera, a disease which has been endemic in the city ever since the English have known it. I showed how defective the returns supplied by our municipal authorities were, and how many of the deaths reported as taking place from cholera in Calcutta were, in fact, due to persons having been brought from the suburbs of our town into the hospitals, or who had actually died beyond the precincts of the city and been carried to the Calcutta public ghaut to be burnt, but returned as deaths from cholera taking place within the town. The drainage of Calcutta is being improved, and will soon be extended to the northern or native densely-populated portion of the city. This circumstanco will evidently complicate future observations regarding the effects of pure water alone on cholera in this place, and it is much to be regretted that the returns of the last two years have not been more closly watched by our sanitary authorities, so as to have allowed those in doubt to form an opinion as to the influence of a pure water-supply on the inhabitants of this city, the very heart and centre of Asiatic cholera; a subject which, as regards the dissemination of this disease, it was of infinite importance to study, as it would practically have settled, once for all, the truth or otherwise of the assertion that a pure supply of water will, in a great measure, protect those who consume it from cholera. 
